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SUBJECT: MACAU TRANSIT CENTER FOR VIETNAMESE BOAT REFUGEES 
ARRIVING IN HONG KONG 

REE: A) STATE 100946 B) KUALA LUMPUR 3371 

1. DURING MEETINGS WITH UNHCR REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE SAMPATKUMAR 
ON APRIL 24 AND 25 CONGENOFFS REVIEWED PROBLEM OF INCREASING 
SHORTAGE OF ACCOMMODATIONS FOR INDOCHINA REFUGEES REACHING 
HONG KONG. NOTING POINTS CITED IN REF A, WE URGED INVESTIGATION 

OF POSSIBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER IN MACAU FOR SPILL-OVER 
IN EVENT HONG KONG FACILITIES BECOME EULL. 

2. SAMPATKUMAR REPORTED THAT ON APRIL 24 HE MET WITH NEW 
DIRECTOR OF HONG KONG IMMIGRATION AND DISCUSSED REFUGEE 
HOUSING. HE SAID DIRECTOR GAVE ASSURANCES THAT HONG KONG 
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GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT ALLOW SHORTAGE OE HOUSING TO 
AFEECT HONG KONG POLICY OF GRANTING FIRST ASYLUM TO 
BOAT CASES. SAMPATKUMAR ADMITTED THAT THE CHEUNG CHAU 
ISLAND PROPOSAL HAD BEEN REJECTED AND CLAIMED THAT HKI 
WAS NOT PREPARED TO SEEK A NEW SOLUTION FOR HOUSING 
UNTIL A CRISIS ACTUALLY OCCURRED. 
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3. SAMPATKUMAR EXPRESSED TO US HIS INTEREST IN EXPLORING 
MACAU AS A POSSIBLE SOLUTION EOR SOLVING THE HONG KONG 
HOUSING SHORTAGE AND, IN EACT, MET WITH MACAU CATHOLIC 
RELIEF SERVICE DIRECTOR TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY. 

HE PROMISED TO RAISE THE MACAU OFFER IN GENEVA AT THE 
END OF THIS WEEK AND TO VISIT MACAU ON THE THIRD WEEK OF 
WLAY PROVIDED GENEVA WAS INTERESTED. SAMPATKUMAR 
SPECIFICALLY SUGGESTED THAT MACAU MIGHT BE USED AS A 
HOLDING CENTER FOR REFUGEES WHOSE GOVERNMENT PROCESSING 
HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND WHO WERE AWAITING ONWARD MOVEMENT. 
HE STRESSED THE PRINCIPAL THAT THE HOST GOVERNMENT 
GRANTING FIRST ASYLUM TO REFUGEES HAD THE REANFSBILITY 
FOR PROVINDING HOUSING AND THAT UNHCR ONLY "ASSISTED". 

HE AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT SINCE MACAU SEEMED TO BE MAKING 
A POSITIVE OFFER, UNHCR HAD AN OBLIGATION TO LOOK INTO IT. 

4. SAMPATKUMAR POINTED OUT THAT OTHER "ISLAND SOLUTIONS" 

HAD BEEN OFFERED, MOST SPECIFICALLY, SRGAPORE WHICH 
HAD BEEN GIVEN PRIORITY ATTENTION. HE ADDED THAT IT 

WAS HIS PERSONAL OPINION THAT THE SINGAPORE PROPOSAL 
WOULD NOT WORK OUT. 

5. COMMENT: 

THROUGHOUT THE DISCUSSIONS, CONGEN STRESSED 
THE URGENT NATURE OF HONG KONG'S HOUSING 
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PROBLEM. IF PAST EVENTS CAN BE A GUIDE, 

WE CAN EXPECT WELL OVER A THOUSAND REFUGEES 
TO ARRIVE THIS SUMMER. VIETNAM'S RECENT 
NATIONALIZATION OF BUSINESSES IN SAIGON AND THE 
SUDDEN INFLUX OF REFUGEES THIS MONTH IN 
MALAYSIA (REF B) SUGGESTS THAT THE REFUGEES 
FLOW COULD BE EVEN GREATER. WE ARE CONCERNED 
THAT NEITHER UNHCR OR THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT 
HAS PROVIDED FOR ANY CONTINGENCIES SHOULD 
A SUDDEN INFLUX OF REFUGEES OCCUR. IT APPEARS 
THAT BOTH ARE HOPING THE OTHER WILL SOLVE THE 
PROBLEM. SINCE THERE HAS BEEN NO PROVISIONS 
MADE FOR EMERGENCY HOUSING, WE RECOMMEND THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT URGE UNHCR TO GIVE PRIORITY 
CONSIDERATION TO THE MACAU OFFER AND DISPATCH 
A UNHCR OFFICIAL TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBLIITIES 
THERE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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